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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (lf Icrmwn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE —

' This two story building is laid in common bond; it is six bays wide on its

| wide on its west facade.

north facade, one bay wide on its chamfered corner entrance, and two bays

On the extreme left of the north facade are seven steps which lead to
wooden double doors. These are framed by wood. Overhead is a round-arched
transom now covered by wood. This is set in a round arch emphasgized by

splayed brickwork of headers interspersed between brick jointing. ("

To the right of this is a stone water table, above which are single hung
one-light basement windows in pairs. Some of these are boarded or grated;
all have flat-arched stone lintels which are actually part of a stone belt
course.

Above these are pairs of double hung one-over-one windows with one piece
segmentally-arched transoms contained within segmentally-arched niches. The|
arches are emphasized in a manner similar to that of the above mentioned
doorway.

In the second story, windows (double hung one-over-one with stained glass
round-arched transoms) are again paired, but placed here in compound stilted
round arches. The voussoirs consist of straight bond headers. Above

these are two string courses. Above these are rondelles, one in each bay.
A dentiled, moulded roof cornice tops the facade. Fenestration and decora-
tion of the west facade follows the plan of the north facade.

The chamfered corner entrance contains, in the first story, glass double
doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of four lights of sheet glass.
The decoration of the round arch containing this is like that mentioned for
the windows and doorway on the north facade, with the addition of a large
bracket for a keystone at the crown of the arch.

A bracketed stone balcony appears above the doorway. Behind it is a pair
of French windows which contain two lights each. Above this is a round-
arched stained glass transom contained within a stfilted round arch similar
to those of the second story. Above the rondelle and the roof cornice is

a sort of pediment, which consists of a truncated frieze flanked by scrolls;
this in turn is surmounted by the same motif, only in smaller dimensions,
the result being a triangular structure.
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Improved Order of Heptasophs (The Theatre Project)
1225 Cathedral Street/‘;‘.{ W. Preston SGéreet
Block 0482, Lot 015

Baltimore City
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _XOHleNAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE .
Xeam __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
EXTERIOR s (freston Street

This two»stofy building is laid in common bond; it is six bays
wide on its north' facade, one bay wide on its champered corner en-
trance, and two bays wide on its west“facade. — (CAthtdral )

On the extreme left of the north facade are seven steps which
lead to wooden double doors. These are framed by wood. Overhead is
a round-arched transom, now covered by wood. This is set in a round
arch emphasized by splayed brickwork of headers interspersed between
brick jointing.

To the right of this is a stone water table, above which are
single hung one-light basement windows in pairs. Some of these are
boarded or grated; all have flat-arched stone lintels which are actu-
ally part of a stone belt course.

Above these are pairs of double hung one-~over-one windows with
one piece segmentally-arched transoms contained within segmentally-
arched niches. The arches are emphasized in a manner similar to that
of the above mentioned doorway.

In the second story, windows (double hung one-over-one with
stained glass round-arched transoms) are again paired, but placed
here in compound stilted round arches. The voussoirs consist of straight
bond headers. Above these are two string courses. BAbove these are
rondelles, one in each bay. A dentiled, moulded roof cornice tops the
facade. Fenestration and decoration of the west facade follows the
plan of the north facade.

The chambered corner entrance contains, in the first story,
glass double doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of four.lights
of sheet glass. The decoration of the round arch containing this is like
that mentioned for the windows and doorway_on the north facade, with
the addition of a large bracket for a keystone at the crown of the arch.

A bracketed stone balcony appears above the doorway. Behind it
is a pair of French windows which contain two lights each. Above this
is a round-arched stained glass transom contained within a stilted
round arch similar to those of the second story. Above the rondelle
and the roof cornice is a sort of pediment, which consists of a trun-
cated frieze flanked by scrolls; the result being a triangular struc-
ture.

The onlv alteration to the exterior consists of the conversion of a
first floor window in the west wall to an emergency exit door and the
attachment thereto of a small iron staircase to the pavement. This was
added after 1949 as a photo published in 1949 (The Sun, January 23,
1949) shows this part unaltered.

INTERIOR

The majority of .the interior spaces in this building have been
altered by the previous owners. The following spaces constitute
those which remain of historical significance.

(continued on separate sheet)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED - UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
Xrain —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
EXTERIOR s (freston Streef,

This twOestofy building is laid in common bond; it is six bays
wide on its north' facade, one bay wide on its chamPpered corner en-
trance, and two bays wide on its west“facade. —— (CAthtral STrizel )

On the extreme left of the north facade are seven steps which
lead to wooden double doors. These are framed by wood. Overhead is
a round-arched transom, now covered by wood. This is set in a round
arch emphasized by splayed brickwork of headers interspersed between
brick jointing.

To the right of this is a stone water table, above which are
single hung one-light basement windows in pairs. Some of these are
boarded or grated; all have flat-arched stone lintels which are actu-
ally part of a stone belt course.

Above these are pairs of double hung one-over-one windows with
one piece segmentally-arched transoms contained within segmentally-
arched niches. The arches are emphasized: in a menner similar to that
of the above mentioned doorway.

In the second story, windows (double hung one-over-one with oY
stained glass round-arched transoms) are again paired, but placed Sl
here in compound stilted round arches. The voussoirs consist of straight =
bond headers. Above these are two string courses. Above these are RS
rondelles, one in each bay. A dentiled, moulded roof cornice tops the

cade. Fenestration and decoration of the west facade follows the
r«-an of the north facade.

The chambered corner entrance contains, in the first story,
glass double doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of fourllights {
of sheet glass. The decoration of the round arch containing this is like ;.
that mentioned for the windows and doorway:-on the north facade, with inx

the addition of a large bracket for a keystone at the crown of the arch.

A bracketed stone balcony appears above the doorway. Behind it
is a pair of French windows which contain two lights each. Above this
is a round-arched stained glass transom contained within a stilted £
round arch similar to those of the second story. Above the rondelle S R0
and the roof cornice is a sort of pediment, which consists of a trun- 3
cated frieze flanked by scrolls; the result being a triangular struc-
ture.

The only alteration to the exterior consists of the conversion of a
first floor window in the west wall to an emergency exit door and the
attachment thereto of a small iron staircase to the pavement. This was
added after 1949 as a photo published in 1949 (The Sun, January 23,
1949) shows this part unaltered.

INTERIOR

The majority of .the interior spaces in this building have been
altered by the previous owners. The following spaces constitute
those which remain of historical significance.

(continued on separate sheet)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7. DESCRIPTION (CONT'D)

The main entry of West Preston Street has a ceramic tile
mosaic in the floor. The mosaic has a dark brown border with a
white background and the I.0.H. logo of the Improved Order of
Heptasophs, in blue in the center. This mosaic is in good con-
dition, although a few tiles are cracked or missing. The vesti-
bule doors are original and are made of paneled oak.

The main stair including treads, handrail and wood details is
intact, although in disrepair. At the balcony, the stair is
pulling away from the wall, and needs to be rebuilt. The stair
is a 3'-6" wide wood stair with turned balusters and a single
handrail on the outside. The rail runs continuously across all
landings and up the stairs. The stringer has a decorative wood
trim piece in a wave motif. The balcony arcs out from the east
wall of the building. 1Its balustrade, moldings and the underside
of its floor are original woodwork.

The main hall at the second floor has been minimally altered.
It contains a ceiling mounted version of the 1.0.H. logo, inset with
small globe lights, which has been restored. The original worn
floor was covered by a new wood floor in 1977.

The stage has been shortened. It is three feet above the floor
of the hall and has a curved plaster proscenium with a storage
room behind it. The right stair onto the stage is intact. The
left stair has been removed to allow for a fire exit.

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS

Accompanying this application there are "as built" plans
prepared by Lapicki/Smith Associates showing the layout of the
‘first and second floors of Heptasoph Hall and its north and west
elevations. Seventeenblack and white photographs and nine color
slides are also provided.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Heptasoph Hall is a historically significant building because
it was built as the headquarters of an important fraternal and bene-
ficial organization, the Improved Order of Heptasophs which flourished
in the late nineteenth century in Ralt imore and other cities; be-
cause it is a rare and well preserved example of decorative brick-
work; and because, more recently, it is where Baltimore's professional
repertory theatre began, and also where the Theatre Project began and
continues as a performing arts education and presentation center for
Baltimore.

The Theatre Project's building at 45 West Preston Street was
constructed by thi/Zeta Club Conclave #6 of the Improved Order of
Heptasophs (IOH).=" The IOH was a fraternal and beneficial ordef
chartered in Maryland in 1878. The Zeta Club bought the land for their
building in May, 1896 from Corilla P. King, widow="of the owner of the
"W.H. King and Company Lumber and Mill Work" a planning S?ctory which
occupied the site until destroy39 by fire in about 1887.=

The building cost $40,000.2/ The architectural records in City
archives were apparently destroyed by the Fire of 1904 and no information
could be found as to the designer and builder of this edifice.

The building offers a unique example of decorative brickwork, the
style and quantity of which is extremely rare in Baltimore. Its
Preston Street/Cathedral Street corner angles conform to the angie
of that particular intersection, and together with the elevations of
the north and the west facades appear imaginative, but solid and
pleasing.

The interior is less remarkable, with the exception of the high-
ceilinged hall on the second floor. There the raftered ceiling with
its I0H logo in lights and the shallow balcony with its fine wood-
work lend special touches to a handsome spacious meeting hall.

The IOH logo is used decoratively in the exterior brickwork,
in the north entrance's mosaic floor and in the stained glass as well
as in the ceiling of the hall. This logo serves to identify the crea-
tors of the building and leads most visitors to wonder about the his-
tory of the place. The Improved Order of Heptasophs was a secret so-
ciety and as such, stirs people's curiosity even more.

The Heptasophs, meaning "seven wise meg; in Greek, were business
men who joined together for mutual benefit.=’ The Baltimore Chapter,
The Zeta Club, sponsored an insurance program for their members and
a savings and loan association, the Heptasoph Savings and Loan and
Building Association. A two-story safe was built into the building

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued on separate sheet)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (CONT'D)

to provide security for their assets and records.

Their insurance program, like that of many other fraternal
orders, represents the origin of much of this nation's life in-
surance business today. By 1907, there were 12,000 members in
Maryland.ﬁ/ The Heptasoph's program became insolvent in 1917 and
merged with the Fraternal Aid Union of Lawrence, Kansas which
later became the Standard Mutual Insurance Company.=

The Heptasophs moved to Heptasoph Savings and Loan and
Building Association at 1106 East Monument Street, Baltimore, in
1924, and rented part of the Preston Street building to Farson's
Dance Acacdemy. During the 20's the building housed Mr. Farson's
marching band, and his dance band, and was a favorite place for
people to go dancing on Saturday nights.ﬁ/

When the Zeta Club went into receivership in 1942, the
Orthodox Greek Church Evangelism, Inc. bought the Heptasoph Hall
to serve as a community recreation center and school for the
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, located across
Preston Street.

Baltimore's principal professional repertory theatre, Center
Stage, had its first home in Heptasoph Hall. Center Stage began on
January 13, 1963 with the opening of a two-week run of Arthur
Schnitzler's "La Ronde."

The Theatre Project opened in the fall of 1971, renting the
second floor where the main performance space is located, and the
basement. Over the next six years while the theare offered some
3,000 free performances by professional companies in dance, theatre
and music, the Theatre Project gradually acquired the rest of the
buildong, adapting each space to the varying needs of a working.
theatre.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (CONT'D)

5/ Dictionary of Secret and Other Societies, Arthur Pruess,
B. Herder, St. Louis and London, 1924.

6/ personal reminiscence, MaxE. Ripkin, 3305 Richmond Ave.,
Baltimore, Md., 21213.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (CONT'D)

westerly binding on the south side of Preston Street, eighty feet

to the place of beginning. Beginning for the second thereof on the
south side of Preston Street, at the distance of eighty feet easterly
from the southwest corner of Preston Street and Cathedral Street;
and running thence easterly, binding on the south side of Preston
Street, fifteen feet; thence southerly, parallel to Decker Street,
eighty-one feet to Lot No. 19 on the plat referred to in the deed
from Josias Pennington, Trustee to William A. Moale, recorded

among the Land Records of Baltimore City in Liber TK 342, folio 238;
thence westerly, on said lot, and parallel to Preston Street,
fifteen feet to the southwest corner of Lot No. 35 on the plat
aforesaid; and thence northerly, binding on the westernmost line of
Lot No. 35 on the plat aforesaid eighty-one feet to the place

of beginning.



. See ﬁfm >
EJMAJOR BIBLIOGKAPHICAL REFFRENCES — ot ST’WM

{tﬁﬂcf.?._
l;g/ 1/ Baltimore City Directory, 1#97 and 1924. : 54&8

E/ Baltimore City Land Fecords, Libre RO 1628,folio 500.
3/ The Sun, Jan. 23, 1949, BRaltimore, Md.
1 ﬂs 4/ The Cyclopedia of Fraternities, Albert C. Stevens, E.R.

Treat & CO., N.Y." 1907.
continued on seperat h
@ CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I1IF NECES(SARY perate sheet)

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DAT

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __f] « 100 acres

See attached plat map.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning for the first thereof on the southeast corner or inter-
section of Cathedral and Preston Streets; and running thence
southerly, binding on the east side of Cathedral Street , forty-
one feet four inches; thence easterly, parallel to Preston Street,
seventy-three feet eight inches; thence northerly, parallel to
Decker Street, forty-one feet to Preston Street; and thence

—(continued on sepdrate sheet)

LIST ALL STATES AND'COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Megan Shook, research assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE

Twin Oaks Associates Julv 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEFTHONE

521-523 St. Paul Place (301) 685-4020

CITY OR TOWN TE
Baltimore

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Theatre Project, 45 V. Preston
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- view of 1/2 of 45 W, Preston t.
ﬁgptagéég Fall/plus adjoining bu11g}gns
at 37—48 7. Precton, camera pntna oo

Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St.
Balto, Md. 21201

#7_ - View of N facade of Heptasoph
Hall, camera pointing S

b~ )50%
.,5.—56‘7"7"

h-150%
=S 2



B- 507

& 13 Q
.naﬂ.~«nnna




pr157

Theatre Froject 45 h. Preston St.
Baltimeore, Fd. 512

#17 - Logo in _ceiling of main

hall on Second floor of Heptasoph
Hall

By: Megan Shook, 7/12/79

Negative at: Twin Oak Assoc.
521 St. Paul P1,
Baltlmore, Md. 21202
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Theatre Project, 45 V.. Preston St.
Balto., Ma. 21261 &

#15 - Mosaic floor of entryway of

door in north fa
Gogr cade of Heptasoph

By : Megan Shook, 7/12/79
Negative at: Twin Oak Assoc.

521 St. Paul Pl.
Baltimore, Md. 21202
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Theatre Project, 45 V. Preston St.
Balto., Md. 21201

#3 — View of west facade of Heptasoph
Hall, including dependency on fled Chi's
Bldg 1211 Cathedral St, camera pntng E
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Treston St.

Palto. . Md. 21201 ES-)EQ?B'
44 - view of south side and rear portior

of Heptasorh Hall, 45 V. Freston,

carera pointing NE

5Jﬁ?
Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St.
Balto., Md. 21201

#1 - View of Heptasorh Hall and adjoin-
ing buildings, camera pointino SE
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heatre Project, 45 W. Preston St.
2Tt Ma21261

+5 - view of west facade of Heptasoph
Hall, camera pointing E
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. =
Balto.. Md. 21201 ﬁ errd
#6 -View of west wall bay nearest NW

corner of Heptasoph Hall, camera
pointing E
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St.
Ralto., Md. 21201

#9 - View of entrance on northside of

Heptasoph Hall, including dependenc
onp43 V. Preston, camera goingﬁng S ¥

Théatre Project, 45 W. Prescton St.
1201

Balto., Md.

#2 - view of NW corner of Heptasoph

Hall, carera pointing SE
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St.
Palto., Md. 21201

#16 - Entrgwa of door in north
acade of Heptasoph Hall

By Megan Shcok, 7/12/79

Negative at: Twin Oak Assoc.
521 St. Paul Pl.
Baltimore, Md. 21202
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St.
Ralto., Md.~ 21201

#14 - Safe on first floor of
Heptasoph Hall

Ry: Megan Shook, 7/12/79

Negative at: Twin Oaks Assoc.
521 St. Paul PI,
Baltimore, Md. 21202

Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St.
Balto., MD. 21201

#13 - Alteration fire escape, west
acade of Heptasoph Hall, camera
pointing NNE

By: Megan Shook, 7/12/79
Negative at: Ewin Oaks AssocC.

21 St. Paul Pl.
Baltimore, Md.21202
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Palto., Md. 21201 Theatre Projeg%bl45 W. Preston St.

#12 - Balcony on the second story Balto., Md. 2
_COLREL Jor sl -asoby o #10 - View of entrance on nor i
camera pointing up and SE of Heptasoph Hall, camera Poiggtﬁédg

Ry: Megan Shook, 7/12/79

Negative at: Twin Oaks Assoc.
521 St. Paul Place
Raltimore,Md. 21202
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION
; APPLICATION--PART 1

Instructions: Applicant should resd the instruclions care 'ully Lilore comp'eling o plication. Mo certficalionmay be mefa unlossaco rpl* o d
epplication form has beenrece™ved Use typoarioror prntc'catly indarh ink to conplete the application form, If edditional space snce . fta
comp!zle Part 1, use the icverse £'Je or a separele p'ain shee! of peper clearly indie aling the caner's ranie and mailing address. Parl 10/ ihis
application mey be completed and scal 1o the appropr.ste Stale Hisloric Fireservation Ollicer at anytime during the year.

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

1. Namie of property: Heptasoph Hall B = N - =

Address of property: 49 West Preston Street === o -

_County _— ___ ste_ Md.  zipcog 1201

city _Baltimore
Name of historic district in which properly is located: E
B e _Mt, Vernon

Check here if request Is for: )

& certification (structure conlribules 1o significance of the dislrict) .
0O decertification (structure dors no! contribute to significance of the district) >
0O easement qualification (Tor donation of ezsement on structure or 1and for conservation purposes).

2. Deascriplion of Physical Apprarance:
(see instructions for map and pholograph requirements-use reverse side if necessary)

i ildi is a two-story structure laid in common bond, six bays wide on its north
I’Eégdg?lc})ﬁéngay wide on itsychambered corner entrance, and two bays wide on its wes'g
3. Statemenl of Significance: Heptasoph Hall was built as the headquarters and meeting place for
(use reverse side if necessary) the Improved Order of Heptasophs, a fraternal and beneflc-jl@l_
oraanization which flourished in late Nineteenth Century Baltimore and other cities.
The building illustrates rare, well preserved examples_of_f;nely crafted, decorative
brickwork. In this century, it has also served as a significant center for theatrical

and other artistic effgrg§ i‘n ths/city. (over) "

Date of construction (if known): 13 Originalsite __________ 0O Moved 0O Date of alterations (if known): ____

4. Mame and Mailing Address of Ownern

Heptasoph Limited Partnership (Peter Behringer, general partner)

! Name - el —
sueet . c/o 518 North Charles Street ;_ - -

, Baltimore Md. _ 21201
Gy o — == — e Y Stale _ZipCode ' =

(301) 652-6966,67,68

Telephone number (during cay): Atea Code __ = 77~ 7 e i e o s

1 hereby attest th £ provided is 1o the best ol my knowledge, correct, and that | am cwner of the property described above.

2/27/83
Signature — _QM—Q}] Date
Social Security Number or Taxpayer Ide=tilicetiopMNumber ﬁ;__i_%ﬁ:ﬁé —(«3637 e
e e ST = ok pad g e e T e e e

For olflice use only

The struclure described above is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic Districtand £ contributes O doesnotcontributeto
the character of the district.

The structure O appears O does notappearlomeet National Register Criteriafor Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6)and D willlikely O willnot be
nominaled to the National Register in accord with the Depariment of the Inlerior procedures (36 CRF 60).

tructure is located in a cistrict which O zppears [ does not appear 1o meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFRED 6, and
(oIt Lkely O will not be nominated to the Natiora! Register in accord with Depantiment of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60),
and O zppears O does not appear 10 contribute 1o the chezracler of szid district or O will likely O will not be recommenced for
certification as substantially mecting National Register criteria,

A | 3-4%

Cate £_<

Signature

L, stonic Preservation Olficer
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Description of Physical Appearance (Cont'd):

facade. (Photo # 1 ).

On the extreme left of the north facade are seven steps which lead to double

wooden doors, framed by wood. A round-arched transom, now covered by wood, is
overhead, set in a round arch emphasized by splayed brickwork of headers interspersed
between brick jointing. (Photo # 2 ).

To the west of this entrance, which faces Preston Street, is a stone water table above
which hang single, one-light basement windows in pairs, some of which are boarded or
graded. All the windows have flat-arched stone lintels which are part of a stone
belt course. (Photo # 3 ).

Above the basement windows are pairs of double-hung, one-over-one windows with one-
piece, segmentally-arched transoms set within segmentally-arched niches.(Photo # 4 ).
The windows on the second story of the north facade are paired, double-hung, one-
over-one with stained glass, round-arched transoms. They are set in compound stilted
round arches. The voussoirs consist of straight bond headers with two string ccourses
above. One rondelle is above in each bay. A dentiled, moulded roof cornice tops

the facade. Fenestration and decoration of the west facade follows the plan of the
north facade. The south facade, which faces a parking lot, is basically a less
elaborate brick wall with a few windows. (Photos # 4, 5

The chambered corner entrance at Preston and Cathedral Streets contalns glass double
doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of four lights of sheet glass. Decoration
of the arch follows the pattern of the north facade except for the addition of a
large bracket for a keystone at the crown of the arch. (Photo # 6 ).

A bracketed stone balcony is located above the corner doorway. A pair of French
windows with two lights each sits behind it. Above the windows is a round-arched,
stained glass transom set within a stilted round arch similar to those of the second
story of the north facade. A pediment, consisting of truncated frieze flanked by
scrolls, is above the rondelle and roof cornice. (Photos# 7,8 ).

A first floor window in the west wall was converted to an emergency exit door

with a small iron staircase to the pavement sometime after 1949. (Photo # 9 ).

Most of the interior spaces have been altered and substantially modified by the
building's various owners and occupants. The basement level now contains a large
dance studio, scene shop, boiler room, locker rooms and the lower section of a two-sto:
walk-in safe. (Photos #10,11,12,13,14,15).

The entrance on West Preston Street has a ceramic tile mosaic set in the floor with
the logo of the Improved Order of Heptasophs set in the center. The vestibule doors
are original and made of paneled ocak. (Photos # 16,17 ). :

The main stair to the second floor assembly space is intact with treads, handrail

and wood details, although in disrepair. (Photo # 18 ).

The balcony on the second floor arcs out from the east wall of the building. Its
balustrade, moldings and underside of its floor are original woodwork. (Photo # 19 ).
The main hall on the second floor below the balcony level has been least altered

from its original state. A ceiling mounted version of the 10H logo, inset with small
Ilghts, has been restored. The original floor was covered by a new wood floor

in 1977. (Photos # 20, 21

The original stage in the second floor hall is intact, although it has been

shortened. It is set three feet above the floor and has a curved plaster proscenium
with a storage room behind it. (Photos# 22,23 ).

The ground level of the building, which sits between the basement and the second
floor hall, has been divided into office cubicles by temporary wallboards. The

only original feature is the second story of the walk-in safe. (Photos # 24,25 ).

Statement of Significance (Cont'd):

The 10H was chartered in Maryland in 1878. The Zeta Club Conclave No. 6 bought the
land for their new headquarters in May 1896 from Corilla P. King, widow of the owner
of the W.H. King and Co. Lumber and Mill Work, which had occupied the site until

destroyed by fire about 1887. (Continued on another sheet)
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IF NEEDED USE THIS SIDE TO CCWPLETE ANSWERS TO PART 1
Statement of Significance (Cont'd):

The Improved Order of Heptasophs was a secret society. The members were

business men who joined together for mutual benefit in much the same manner

as masonic and other orders. The name "Heptasoph" is derived from the ancient
Greek and connotes "seven wise men."

The Zeta Club, the Baltimore chapter, also sponsored an insurance program for its
members as well as a savings and loan association, the Heptasoph Savings and Loan

and Building Association. Their insurance program, similar to those of many other

fraternal orders, helped lay a foundation for the development of today's large,

national insurance companies. The Heptasoph program, for example, became insolvent

in 1917 and merged with the Fraternal Aid Union of Lawrence, Kansas, which later
became the Standard Mutual Insurance Company.

They built the present building during 1896-1897 at a cost of $40,000. Since no
information can be found abopt the designer or builders, we presume that the
architectural records in city archives were destroyed during Baltimore's

Great Fire of 1904.

But it is obvious that the builders, part1cu]ar1y the bricklayers, were unusually
fine craftsmen. The style and quantity of the decorative brickwork is rare

in Baltimore today. The Preston and Cathedral Street corner conforms to the
angle of this intersection, and the entire structure bespeaks the care and skill
of solid workers who knew and cared about their crafts.

Several interior logos still exist to evoke the memory of this secret society
about which little else is known. A two-story safe constructed as part of the
building illustrates the zeal with which they guarded their records and assets.
In 1907 there were about 12,000 members in Maryland, and this building must have
been the scene of many discussions, meetings and debates involving an unknown
mixture of tradesmen, craftsmen and businessmen, some of whom may have played
important community roles.

In 1924, however, the Heptasophs abandoned their hall and moved to their savings
and loan building at 1106 East Monument Street in Baltimore. They rented

part of the hall to Farson's Dance Academy, thus beginning a 60-year period

of use for performing artists. Mr. Farson's marching and dance bands entertained
the public here, and it was a favorite place during the 1920's for Saturday night
dances.

The Zeta Club finally went into receivership in 1942, and the Orthodox Greek -
Church Evangelism, Inc. bought Heptasoph Hall to serve as a community recreation
center and school for the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, located

across the street on Preston.
Center Stage, Baltimore's nationally known regional theater, began its existence

in the Heptasoph Hall. The theater opened for business there on January 13, 1963,

with a two-week run of Arthur Schnitzler's play "La Ronde."

The Theatre Project, an experimental theater group, rented the second floor
hall and the basement in 1971 and gradually grew into the rest of the building
as it expanded with free performances by dance and theater groups from
throughout the United States and Europe.

Baltimore City bought the property in 1977 and gave it to the Theatre Project
at nominal cost with the proviso that the city would have to approve any
subsequent sale.

When the city approved such a sale to the present owners in order to rennovate
the Theatre Project space and construct a new restaurant/cabaret, one more
imaginative piece was added to its long history of use as community meeting
place, performing arts center and stimulus for American ingenuity and
craftsmanship.
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